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BITTERNESS 


*      adult   generation   can   easily   remember 

the  animal  spring  tonic  lor  cleansing  the 
blood  and  conditioning  tin;  system.  Some 
of  us  grew  up  in  the  great,  wild  West  and 
1)\  direction  of  our  mothers  took  the  regular 
spring  round  of  wild  sage  tea  ;  probably  with 
an  addition  of  yarrow  and  dandelion.  It 
lms  been  many  years  since  our  last  course 
of  such  medical  treatment,  and  it  may  be 
that  it  would  not  now  be  so  repugnant  as 
then.  But  we  can  still  remember  the  daily 
ordeal  and  with  that  memory  comes  re- 
collection of  the  facia!  distortions  and 
mouth  pluckerings  that  attended  the  dosage. 
The  stuff  was  bitter,  and,  defying  all  efforts 
at  self-control,  it  turned  the  otherwise 
comely  features  into  ugly  grimaces. 

But  the  bitters  we  take  in  tonics  or 
medicines  are  as  nothing  compared  with 
those  we  sometimes  allow  to  generate  and 
grow  within  our  own  beings.  The  former 
neutralize  or  pass  on,  allowing  the  face  and 
features  to  soon  assume  the  normal,  pleas- 
ing contour.  Not  so  with  the  latter.  The 
worm-wood  we  foster  or  cultivate  in  our 
souls  stays  persistently  with  us  until  ex- 
pelled by  some  voluntary  action  on  our 
part. 

A  look  in  the  mirror  quickly  reflects  our 
physical  reaction  to  the  bitters  we  take  by 
mouth.  Unfortunately  we  do  not  have  a 
mirror  that  so  accurately  reveals  the  effects 
of  bitterness  within.  But  it  registers  just 
as  positively  and  is  easily  perceptible  to 
those  who  associate  with  us.  They  see  the 
perversion  of  our  character  and  wonder  why 
we  voluntarily  make  ourselves  so  unhappy. 

We  have  all  seen  them,  haven't  we'.' 
Those  people  who  go  about  with  their  per- 
sonalities drawn  into  ugly  contortions  as  if 
they  had  just  taken  spiritually  a  big  dose 
of  aloes  or  quinine.  They  are  filled  with 
bitterness;  maybe  towards  one  person,  may- 
be towards  many,  maybe  towards  things  in 
general  or  even  the  Great  Ruler  of  all 
things.  On  the  individual  the  effect  is 
largely  the  same — a  clouded,  bitter, 
poisoned,  unhappy  disposition. 


How  often  bave  we  heard — how  often 
max  we  have  said,  "  I'll  get  even  with 
him."  This  seems  to  be  a  human  tendency 
which    has    plagued    the    world    in    all    agi 

the  determination  to  "  get  even  for  some 
real    or    imagined    distreatment.        Giving 

rein  to  this  evil  urge  sets  up  a  vicious  cycle 
that  feeds  on  the  product  of  its  own  doing 
and  goes  on  interminably  until  arrested  b) 

a  reverse  process.  family  and  neighbour- 
hood feuds  have  burned  and  smouldered 
and  flared  through  successive  generations  as 
their  fires  have  fed  on  the  bitterness  of  souls 
who  would  not  forgive. 

Our  Lord,  when  He  was  here,  gave  us  as 
the  one  great  requirement  of  life  that  we 
love.  He  did  say  also  that  we  must  for- 
give. But  love  exacts  forgiveness  and 
cannot  live  without  it.  We  have  been  told 
that,  "  I,  the  Lord,  will  forgive  whomsoever 
I  will  forgive;  but  of  you  it  is  required  that 
you  forgive  all  men."  In  the  pattern  of 
prayer  divinely  given  we  are  taught  to  ask 
the  Great  Judge  to  forgive  our  trespasses 
only  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass 
against  us.  In  spite  of  that  teaching  how 
often,  either  by  habit  and  formality,  or  with 
a  sense  of  self-conviction,  do  we  make 
petition  for  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  while 
holding  a  grudge  of  bitterness  against  a 
brother,  a  neighbour,  a  stranger,  a  German, 
or  a  Jap  ! 

We  know  of  members  of  the  Church,  per- 
haps you  do  too,  hold  bitterness  in  their 
hearts  against  some  other  member,  or 
against  some  church  officer  or  leader  and 
because  of  that  will  not  take  part  in  the 
church  activities.  Manx    cases  there  are 

wherein  such  self-inflicted  ostracism  has  re- 
sulted in  complete  apostasy  of  the  individual 
and  the  family,  with  the  cloud  of  spiritual 
darkness  settling  upon  the  descendants  yet 
unborn.  Who  can  count  the  cost? 
Rediculous  as  it  seems,  we  will  deny  our- 
selves and  our  loved  ones  the  great  boon  of 
exaltation  and  eternal  glory  because  of  what 
someone  else  has  said  or  done.  How  ex- 
pressive of  truth  is  the  old  adage,  "  We  cut 
off  our  nose  to  spite  our  face."'     Tt  is  done 

(Continued  on  page  11.) 
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HOME 

LlOME  is  not  a  place  enclosed  by  four  walls.  Such  enclosure  might  well  be  a  factory, 
■  ■  an  office,  a  barn,  or  other  utility  building.  Home  transcends  the  physical,  goes  far 
beyond  the  satisfaction  of  temporal  needs.  Beautiful  furniture,  comfortable  beds,  carpeted 
floors — these  are  not  home,  just  accessories. 

Home  is  a  condition,  an  atmosphere,  an  influence,  a  refuge.  Home  enshrines  faith,  love, 
purity,  understanding.  Its  spirit  strengthens,  girds,  and  urges  defence  against  invasion  or 
encroachment.  Home  breathes  the  breath  of  chastity,  honesty,  and  loyalty  into  the  ever- 
awakening  souls  of  those  who  dwell  therein.     It  is  the  laboratory  of  the  soul  of  man. 

A  father's  obligation  to  the  home  has  just  begun  when  he  provides  the  four  walls,  the  furni- 
ture, the  food,  the  clothes,  the  family  car,  and  other  temporal  necessities.  He  is  the  head 
of  the  home.  God  alone  enthroned  him.  He  is  the  captain,  the  engineer,  the  pilot.  But 
this  position  of  honour  is  not  without  responsibilities  and  obligations.  "  He  holds  the 
salvation  of  his  family  in  his  hands."  He  may  take  them  with  him  into  exaltation  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  or  he  may,  though  wholly  unintentionally,  lead  them  to  failure  and 
destruction.  Either  of  these  he  may  accomplish  through  that  which  he  teaches  and  the  life 
wrhich  he  lives. 

Then  there's  mother.  What  is  her  obligation  to  the  home?  Surely,  motherhood  is  not 
cooking  food,  washing  dishes,  making  beds,  or  sweeping  floors.  Into  her  soul,  God  has  poured 
the  essence  of  virtue,  love,  integrity,  and  every  other  wholesome  attribute.  In  addition  to 
these  endowments,  he  has  blessed  her  with  a  very  special  ability  to  exemplify  them  in  her 
home  and  impart  them  to  her  family  if  she  but  will.  So  much  of  the  success  of  a  father 
and  children  depends  upon  the  mother's  use  of  the  divine  powers  God  hath  bequeathed  to 
her.  These  powers  can  best  be  exercised  in  the  home,  leaving  the  earning  of  the  bread  to  the 
father. 

Children,  too,  have  an  obligation  to  home.  Obedience,  kindness,  consideration,  and 
devotion  to  the  Lord's  work  on  the  part  of  children  seem  to  bring  heaven  itself  right  inside 
those  four  walls. 

What  joy,  strength,  and  power,  come  from  a  real  Latter-day  Saint  home  where  father, 
mother,  and  children  make  their  respective  contributions  in  honour  before  the  Lord. 

In  the  words  of  Elder  Stephen  L.  "Richards,  of  the  council  of  the  twelve,  "  Our  heaven  is 
little  more  than  a  projection  of  our  homes  into  eternity." 
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THE   NATURE  OF  PEACE 


By  JOHN   A.  WIDTSOE 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Sunday  afternoon  session  of  the  I  14th  semi-annual 
general  conference,  October  3,  1943,  in  the  Tabernacle 


MY  dear  brethren :  I  hold  it  a  great  privi- 
lege to  be  allowed  to  bear  witness  of 
the  truth  of  this  work  to  the  assembled 
priesthood  leadership  of  the  church.  I  bear 
testimony  to  you  that  this  is  the  work  of 
God,  established  by  him  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

This  testimony  I  found  in  my  early  youth. 
It  has  remained  with  me  as  certain  know- 
ledge all  these  years.  I  have  discovered, 
as  you  have,  I  am  quite  sure,  the  method  by 
which  such  a  testimony  may  be  kept  alive, 
blossoming,  useful  in  human  life.  The 
formula  is  simple :  Live  the  gospel  every 
day,  practise  it,  and  study  it  regularly ;  do 
not  let  the  affairs  of  the  day  that  deal  with 
the  making  of  our  temporal  living  crowd 
aside  matters  that  pertain  to  the  gospel,  if 
we  use  this  formula  our  testimony  will  be- 
come increasingly  certain,  will  grow,  will 
expand  in  meaning  and  comprehension. 

During  these  days  of  conference  I  have 
enjoyed,  with  all  of  you,  a  feast  of  good 
things.  During  the  days  a  thought  has 
come  into  my  mind  repeatedly  and  has 
crowded  out  any  preparation  that  I  may 
have  made  for  this  occasion.  It  is  an  ancient 
theme,  touched  upon  by  several  speakers  at 
this  conference.  If  the  Lord  will  help  me, 
I  should  like  to  discuss  it  with  you  briefly. 

This  is  a  church  of  peace.  The  gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  a  gospel  of  peace. 
The  head  of  the  church,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  was  spoken  of  in  Brother  McKay's 
address,  as  the  Prince  of  Peace.  If  we 
study  the  conditions  of  the  church,  its  prin- 
ciples, its  practices,  all  that  pertains  to  it, 
we  shall  find  that  they  all  converge  upon 
one  great  objective — the  establishment  of 
peace  upon  earth  and  among  the  children 
of  men.  That  is  the  objective  which  dates 
back  to  the  beginning  of  mortal  time. 

This  matter  of  peace  appears  and  re- 
appears in  the  scriptures.  It  was  Brother 
Kirkham,      yesterday,      who      quoted      the 


Saviour:  "  Peace  1  leave  with  you,  my 
peace  I  give  unto  you.  .  .  .  (John  14:27.) 

At  this  particular  time  in  the  world's  his- 
tory, we  have  much  to  say  about  peace. 
The  devil  for  some  time  has  been  given 
ample  dominion  over  his  own  ;  but  we  under- 
stand, that  there  never  was  a  time  when 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  wholly  withdrawn 
from  human  affairs.  Apparently  the  tide 
of  battle  is  now  being  turned  by  the  Lord 
toward  victory  for  those  who  are  battling  for 
righteous  principles. 

Therefore,  men  are  speaking  about  peace, 
and  what  is  going  to  happen  after  the  war. 
Books  and  articles  are  being  published, 
there  is  a  deluge  of  written  material  setting 
up  propositions  and  proposals  relative  to  the 
disposition  of  all  mankind  and  all  human 
affairs  after  the  war  is  over. 

I  want  to  say  to  my  brethren  here  to-day 
that  these  proposals  begin  at  the  wrong  end, 
and  that  they  will  all  fail.  Peace  upon 
earth  is  not  bo  be  established  by  Congress 
or  Parliament — or  by  a  group  of  inter- 
national representatives.  Peace  is  not  a 
thing  that  can  be  taken  on,  then  taken  off 
again,  as  we  do  a  piece  of  clothing.  Peace 
is  quite  different  from  that.  Peace  can- 
not be  legislated  into  existence.  It  is 
not  the  way  to  lasting  peace  upon  earth. 
That,  every  man  here  understands. 

Remember,  the  Saviour  himself  tried  to 
point  that  out  to  us,  for  when  he  spoke  to 
his  disciples  and  said,  "  Peace  I  give  unto 
you,    peace   I  leave  with   you,''   he   added, 

Not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you. " 

Peace  comes  from  within ;  peace  is  my- 
self, if  I  am  a  truly  peaceful  man.  The 
very  essence  of  me  must  be  the  spirit  of 
peace.  Individuals  make  up  the  com- 
munity, and  the  nation — an  old  enough  doc- 
trine, which  we  often  overlook — and  the 
only  way  to  build  a  peaceful  community  is 
to  build  men  and  women  who  are  lovers  and 
makers  of  peace.      Each  individual,  by  that 
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doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  church,  holds  in 
his  own  hands  the  peace  of  the  world. 

That  makes  me  responsible  for  the  peace 
of  the  world,  and  makes  you  individually 
responsible  for  the  peace  of  the  world.  The 
responsibility  cannot  be  shifted  to  someone 
else.  It  cannot  be  placed  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  Congress  or  Parliament,  or  any  other 
organization  of  men  with  governing  autho- 
rity. 

I  wonder  if  the  Lord  did  not  have  that  in 
mind  when  he  said:  ..."  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  within  you  "  (Luke  17:21),  or  per- 
haps we  should  re-emphasize  it  and  say : 
"  The  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you." 

I  believe  that  our  problems  in  this  da\ 
and  age  are  in  some  respects  the  most 
terrible  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world, 
and  the  most  difficult  to  understand.  Yet 
we  know  that  peace  and  all  that  pertains  to 
it  must  come  from  within  honest  human 
hearts  who  have  been  drilled  and  tested  in 
righteousness. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  Is  it  really 
possible  for  any  individual  to  be  vanquished, 
shall  we  say,  by  peace?  Is  it  possible  for 
such  individuals  to  be  so  multiplied  in 
number,  as  to  make  of  the  earth  a  happy, 
peaceful  dwelling  place.  The  answer  which 
we  give  to  the  world  is  that  if  a  man  but 
conform  to,  if  he  be  in  harmony  with,  eter- 
nal law,  peace  will  be  his.  That  is  a  simple 
formula  which  refers  to  body,  mind,  and 
spirit,  and  to  our  neighbours.  If  I  obey 
the  physical  laws  of  the  body,  physical 
peace  will  be  mine.  If  I  obey  the  laws 
of  mental  health,  I  shall  be  mentally  at 
peace.  If  I  obey  the  spiritual  laws  which 
God  has  given,  I  shall  likewise  find  peace, 
the  highest  peace.  If  I  love  my  neighbours, 
even  as  I  love  myself  and  my  God,  and  all 
men  do  the  same,  there  will  be  complete 
social  peace.  Such  obedience  can  be 
yielded;  such  harmony  can  be  won.  It  has 
been  done  by  men;  it  can  be  done  again. 
Such  harmony  with  law  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  problem  of  our  searching  and 
reaching  out  for  peace  in  our  troubled 
world. 

There  may  be  some  here  who  have  tried 
to  pay  a  part  of  the  tithing  due  the  Lord. 
Has  peace  remained  in  their  hearts?  Ask 
ourselves  !  There  may  be  those,  like  the 
soldier  mentioned  by  Brother  Lee  this 
morning,  who  have  been  taught  the  Word  of 


Wisdom,  and  have  failed  to  keep  it.  There 
was  not  peace  in  the  heart  of  our  soldier 
brother  when  he  lay  wounded  and  in  dire 
need  of  divine  help.  There  is  not  peace  in 
our  hearts  when  we  disobey  the  law.  Con- 
formity to  the  law  alone  brings  peace. 

But,  before  we  can  obey  we  must  know 
and  understand  the  law.  Thereby  hangs 
a  tale  so  long  that  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
cuss it  in  the  few  minutes  at  my  disposal. 
Peace  has  been  lost  because  the  world  has 
lost  the  knowledge  of  divine  truth,  or 
knowing  it,  has  misunderstood  it. 

For  example,  God  who  needs  to  be  known 
first,  has  been  made  into  an  ethereal 
essence,  filling  space,  which,  as  the  Father 
of  men,  is  incomprehensible  to  the  human 
mind.  It  is  folly  to  look  for  peace  among 
men  when  the  deeper  realities  of  existence 
are  not  understood.  Men  are  ill  at  ease 
who  do  not  comprehend  these  truths  cor- 
rectly, and  are  prone  to  warfare.  Only  as 
the  truths  of  existence  are  found  and  ac- 
cepted will  peace  prevail  on  earth. 

Men  must  also  understand  the  plan  of 
salvation,  the  meaning  of  life,  to  find  peace 
in  their  own  hearts,  and  to  help  establish 
peace  on  earth.  I  remember  the  hostile 
British  officer  who  attempted  to  prevent  my 
entrance  into  Great  Britain  because  I  was 
a  "  Mormon."  In  the  ensuing  conversa- 
tion he  said  finally  :  "  If  I  admit  you,  what 
will  you  do  in  Great  Britain?  " 

I  answered:  "  If  you  admit  me,  I  shall, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  teach  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  how  tc  win  happiness  in 
this  life  and  the  life  hereafter.  I  shall  tell 
them  whence  they  came,  why  they  are  here 
upon  this  earth,  and  where  they  are  going 
after  death." 

The  uniformed  man,  a  long-time  servant 
of  the  empire,  looked  at  me  in  astonish- 
ment. "  Can  you  answer  these  questions? 
All  my  life  I  have  sought  answers  to  them. 
No  one  has  been  able  to  answer  me.  Please 
teach  me." 

He  was  not  at  peace ;  he  was  uneasy  in 
his  heart. 

I  remember  the  aged  widow  in  southern 
Utah,  a  convert  from  England,  who  had  left 
a  cultured  home  to  begin  the  pioneer  toil  of 
building  an  empire  here  in  the  western 
desert.  She  told  of  her  struggles  and  sacri- 
fices, of  the  pains  of  her  days  and  years. 
When  she  had  told  the  story,  one  to  bring 
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tears  to  my  eyes,  I  said  to  her,  "  Sister, 
yours  has  been  a  hard  life ;  you  have  sacri- 
ficed much.  Let  me  ask  you,  if  you  were 
a  girl  again  in  England  and  could  look  down 
the  coming  years,  would  you  do  it  again. 
Would  you  accept  the  gospel  and  face  bhe 
life  that  you  have  here  lived?  " 

The  old  lady,  m  ner  eighties,  got  up  from 
her  chair,  looked  me  in  the  eye :  ' '  You  ask 
me,  would  1  do  it  again?  For  that  which 
the  gospel  has  given  me,  I  would  do  it  over 
again  ten  thousand  times."  She  had  found 
peace.       Her  heart  was  at  ease. 

There  is  no  time  to  discuss  further  the 
method  by  which  individual  peace  may  be 
won,  but  it  may  be  added  that  the  seeker 
after  peace  must  forget  himself  in  the 
search.  The  art  of  placing  the  cause  above 
oneself  is  of  first  importance  if  peace  shall 
grow  in  our  hearts.  "Whenever  we  place 
ourselves  before  the  cause,  we  are,  in  the 
words  of  President  John  Taylor,  in  the 
hands  of  evil.       Then  peace  disappears. 

Let  me  say  one  thing  more.  There  is 
a  statement  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
which  I  have  read  with  many  a  sober 
thought : 

.    .    .    every   man  that   will   not   take   his 

sword  against  his  neighbour  must  needs 

flee  unto  Zion  for  safety. 
And  there  shall  be  gathered  unto  it  out 

of  every  nation  under  heaven ;   and  it 

shall  he  the  only  people  that  shall  not 

be  at  war  one  with  another. 

(D.  and  C.  45:68,  69.) 

"  They  shall  flee  to  Zion  for  safety." 
That  I  believe  does  not  mean  a  geographi- 
cally limited  place,  but  a  place  where  the 
pure  in  heart  dwell,  for  they  are  Zion,  and 
out  of  that  Zion  consisting  of  the  pure  in 
heart  shall  go  forth  the  force  and  power  that 
will  bring  peace  to  pass  upon  this  unhappy 
earth. 

We  are  Zion ;  we  say  we  are  ;  I  know  v  e 
are.  We  are  under  the  tremendous  com- 
mission so  to  live,  so  to  establish  peace  in 
our  own  hearts  as  to  make  our  companion- 
ship, wherever  we  are,  a  society  to  which 
the  suffering,  the  uneasy,  those  without 
peace,  in  all  the  world,  may  flee  for  safety. 
Truly  a  tremendous  obligation  rests  upon 
the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Our  patriarch  spoke  last  night  of  this 
people  being  as  a  leaven.       We  know  that 


to  be  true.  We  are  as  a  leaven  to  all  the 
world.  That  is  why  the  "  minority  "  of 
which  he  spoke  does  uot  count.  Future, 
lasting  peace  is  not  a  question  of  majority  or 
minority,  but  of  the  power  of  the  leaven. 
The  leaven  may  be  weak.  Sometimes  it 
needs  to  be  strengthened.  That  is  our 

problem,  especially  the  task  of  leadership, 
to  strengthen  among  our  people  the  leaven 
of  peace,  the  gospel  of  peace,  so  that  out  of 
our  very  presence,  out  of  our  hearts  and 
faith,  something  radiates  that  will  touch  the 
hearts  of  all  who  are  seekers  after  truth, 
who  are  lovers  of  peace.  As  such  people 
gather  to  us,  if  we  do  our  duty,  they  will 
be  blessed  and  find  that  which  they  seek, 
and  with  us  help  establish  upon  earth  the 
kingdom  of  peace,  which  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

At  this  moment  I  am  looking  into  the 
faces  of  the  leadership  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  We  have  had  in  this  conference  a 
wonderful  feast  of  good  things.  Seldom 

have  I  felt  so  spiritually  fed.  Shall  we  go 
back  now  to  our  homes  and  to  our  labours 
and  take  all  the  truths  that  we  have 
received,  and  convert  them  into  a  message 
of  peace  wherever  we  go.  Let  us  do  so. 
Eemember  that 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers :   for  they 

shall    be    called    the    children    of    God. 

(Matt.  5:9.) 

My  message  to  you,  and  my  plea  with 
you  is  that  each  one  of  us,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self, his  flock,  the  world,  will  constitute 
himself  a  peacemaker,  beginning  with  his 
own  heart,  to  cleanse  it,  to  make  it  fit  for 
the  abode  of  peace. 

May  God  so  help  us  and  bless  us,  I  pray, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 


This  is  a  world  of  rush  without  regard  to 
consequences.  It  seems  that  all  who  are 
weak  must  stand  aside  and  give  room  for 
the  strong.  There  is  nothing  that  is  more 
pleasing  to  me  than  to  contemplate  the  fact 
that  we  are  all  going  to  a  place  where  true 
worth  and  honesty  are  all  that  will  count  in 
the  day   of    reward.  Those  who  in   this 

world  seem  to  have  all  things  their  own  way 
will  be  under  the  necessity  of  selecting-  a  rear 
seat  in  that  day. 

— Heber  J.  Grant. 
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THE     BLUES 

By  ROE  FULKERSON 


THIS  morning  I  was  as  low  down  as  the 
rubber  heel  on  a  well  digger's  shoe. 
The  world  was  all  wrong  and  I  was  sad  and 
unappreciative.  I  was  as  blue  as  a  sailor  s 
Sunday  britches. 

The  mourners  were  going  about  the  streets 
of  the  city.  The  sound  of  the  grinding  was 
low.  The  wheel  was  broken  at  the  cistern. 
The  pitcher  was  broken  at  the  fountain. 
Life  was  stale  and  unprofitable. 

I  was  the  most  abused  and  depressed  man 
in  the  world.  I  wondered   if  it  was  all 

worthwhile.  AJ1  the  struggle,  all  the  work, 
all  the  strife,  all  the  wear  and  tear. 

I  realized  that  a  man  could  go  along  for 
months  with  the  sun  shining  on  both  sides 
of  the  street,  his  morning  egg  always  having 
two  yellows  in  it,  and  every  one  being  kind 
to  him,  but  eventually  he  would  go  down 
town  and  lose  his  lead  pencil. 

Woe  was  me — woe,  Woe,  WOE. 

I  felt  that  no  one  on  earth  ever  had  ;>s 
many  troubles  and  tribulations  as  I  had.  1 
pulled  over  a  pad  of  paper,  picked  up  a 
pencil  and  decided  to  list  them. 

In  order  to  be  fair  with  myself,  I  decided 
to  set  down  the  blessings  first  so  that 
I  wouldn't  miss  any.  Well,  first  of  all,  I 
have  the  nicest  wife  in  the  world — except 
yours,  of  course.  I  have  the  sweetest  little 
daughter  on  earth,  bar  none — again  except- 
ing your  little  daughter.  I  live  in  the 
finest  town  on  the  North  American  con- 
tinent. (For  further  information  see  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.)  I  can  buy  as 
much  food  at  the  grocery  store  for  my 
ration  points  as  you  can  buy  for  yours.  My 
B  card  will  get  me  as  many  gallons  of  gas 
as  you  can  get  for  yours. 

I  have  a  comfortable  home  with  plenty 
of  room  to  throw  a  party  now  and  then, 
when  I  have  saved  up  enough  points  and 
enough  dollars.  I  have  eight  chickens  and 
a  Victory  garden.  Any  day  now  I  am  going 
to  have  more  chickens,  but  when  that  old 
hen  gets  off  her  nest  with  those  twelve 
babies,  we  probably  won't  have  much  of  a 
Victory  garden. 

Oh,  well.       I  always  did  believe  in  grow- 


ing my  food  on  trees.  It's  easier  and 
surer.  We  even  have  a  tree  that  grows 
peas — pigeon  peas,  and  if  you  haven't  eaten 
any,  you  have  missed  something  good.  We 
grow  our  melons  on  trees — papayas — and  if 
we  want  a  vegetable,  we  pick  them  green 
and  they  look  and  taste  like  squash.  Ripe, 
Ebie  Stahlman  says  they  taste  like  flowers 
smell. 

We  grow  our  bananas  on  trees,  too.  The 
Garden  Club  says  that  a  banana  tree  isn't  a 
tree  at  all,  but  the  largest  ^ member  of  the 
grass  family,  but  it  looks  and  acts  like  a 
tree  to  suit  me,  and  the  bananas  taste  fine. 

We  grow  eggs  on  trees,  also.  They  are 
called  egg  fruit,  and  they  look  like  a  hard 
boiled  egg  that  is  all  yolk.  They  taste 

better  than  that.  The  organges  and  grape- 
fruit we  grow  we  eat  as  fruit  for  breakfast, 
salad  for  lunch,  and  dessert  for  dinner. 

We  have  some  little  guavas  that  taste  like 
pears,  and  you  just  eat  those  in  your  hand 
because  you  can't  wait  to  bring  them  in  the 
house  and  do  anything  fancy  with  them. 
The  one  mango  on  our  tree  may  turn  out  to 
be  very  good  or  very  bad,  but  it  looks  so 
pretty  I  cant  believe  that  it  won't  be  good. 

Of  course  we  have  lemons  and  limes  in 
the  yard  to  squeeze  on  the  fish  we  catch 
off  shore  here.  They  are  also  very  good 
for  .  .  • 

Ah,  that  reminds  me  !  After  we  finished 
playing  games  last  night,  our  hostess  served 
lobster,  and  there  was  lemon  to  squeeze  on 
the  lobster!  They  say  that  it  isn't  wise 
to  eat  lobster  after  midnight,  and  there  may 
be  something  in  what  they  say. 

But  I  have  to  be  getting  something  down 
in  the  other  column.  First  of  all,  I  am  not 
as  young  and  as  strong  as  I  used  to  be,  and 
a  man  doesn't  like  to  think  of  himself  as 
getting  old. 

Of  course  age  is  more  mental  than  physi- 
cal. A  man  is  only  as  old  as  he  feels,  and 
I  don't  feel  old.  That's  the  most  annoying 
thing  about  getting  old.  You  feel  as  young 
as  you  ever  felt,  and  then  you  look  in  the 
mirror  at  yourself. 

I  just  simply  am  not  as  handsome  as  I 
(Continued  on  page  43.) 
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SACRAMENT    GEM. 

How  great  Hie  wisdom  and  the  love. 

That  filled  the  courts  on  high. 
And  sent  the  Saviour  from  above 

To  suffer,  bleed,  and  die. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

'  It  is  by  our  works,  our  diligence,  our  faithfulness,  our  energy,  that  we  can  preach  this 
gospel . ' ' — Heber  / .  Grant . 

GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

".   .  .  he  that  thrusteth  in  his  sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that  he 
perish  not,  but  bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul." — Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  4,  verse  4. 

SENIORS. 

"  Father,  if  thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me;  nevertheless  not  my  will,  but  thine, 
be  done." — Luke,  Chapter  22,  verse  42. 

JUNIORS. 

"  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." — Matthew,  Chapter  28,  verse  20. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Thou  shalt  not  kill." — Exodus,  Chapter  20,  verse  13. 

PRIMARY. 

Jesus  said  love  everyone, 

Treat  them  kindly,  too, 

When  your  heart  is  filled  with  love, 

Everyone  loves  you. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Two  eyes  to  see  nice  things  to  do, 
Two  lips  to  smile  the  whole  day  through, 
Two  ears  to  hear  what  others  say, 
Two  nands  to  put  the  toys  away, 

(To  be  completed  next  month.) 
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Bitterness — From  page  34. 

because     of    the     bitterness     we     allow     to 

smoulder  and  burn  within  us. 

When  we  allow  that  condition  to  prevail 
we  automatically  shut  ourselves  out  from 
communion  with  the  Lord.  Ho  advised, 
"  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and 
ihere  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath 
ought  against  thee;  leave  there  thy  gift 
before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way  ;  first  be 
reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come 
and  offer  thy  gift."  Even  the  Prophet  of 
the  Lord  found  he  had  not  the  power  to 
translate  by  the  gift  of  God  as  long  as  there 
was  inharmonious  feelings  between  him  and 
his  wife.  First  he  must  effect  a  oneness  of 
heart  with  her,  then  the  vision  was  clear. 
"  Except  ye  are  one,  ye  are  none  of  mine." 
Where  there  is  a  spirit  of  bitterness,  there 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  will  not  be.  The 
dominance  of  the  opposite  power  is  then 
given  invitation  and  proceeds  to  work  over- 
time for  the  possession  of  the  soul. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  two  sides  to  every 
question.  Surely   there   is   another   con- 

sideration attaching  to  this  theme.  Know- 
ing as  we  do  how  deadly  is  this  inward 
bitterness,  how  careful  we  should  be  to 
avoid  giving  cause  that  will  engender  that 


bitterness !  If  we  find  we  have,  un- 
intentionally or  in  a  moment  of  weakness  or 
passion,  given  offence,  how  earnestly  should 
we  try  to  make  amends  and  uproot  the 
bitterness  we  have  planted  in  the  garden  of 
another's  soul!  If  I  am  the  cause  of  the 
downward  trend  of  another,  how  far  think 
you  will  a  just  God  hold  me  responsible? 
And  how  much  must  I  eat  of  the  bitter 
fruit  grown  from  the  seed  of  bitterness  I 
have  sown  within  him? 

Oh  what  a  joyous  world  we  would  have  if 
all  people  would  learn  to  love  and  forgive  ! 
Of  Saints  who  have  received  the  Gospel  light 
the  Lord  requires  a  forgiveness  that  is 
characteristic  of  the  little  child.  "Blessed 
are  the  meek ;  for  *jhey  shall  inherit  the 
earth."  "  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers; 
for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God." 

The  advice  of  Paul  to  the  Ephesian 
Saints  should  find  application  in  the  lives 
of  all  of  us  :  "  Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking, 
be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice;  and 
be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender  hearted, 
forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you." — Ezra  L. 
Marler  in  Liahona,  The  Elders'  Journal. 


PRECEDENCE  OF  RELIEF  SOCIETY  SERVICE 


WHEN  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  with 
prophetic  vision  organized  the  Relief 
Society,  he  marked  out  objectives  for  it  so 
broad  and  so  encompassing  that  the  capa- 
bilities and  talents  of  all  Latter-day  Saint 
women  may  find  full  expression  in  a  devo- 
tion to  carrying  out  the  purposes  for  which 
the  Society  was  founded. 

As  it  was  a  unique  organization  in  the 
realm  of  women  and  their  activities  in  that 
year  of  1842,  so  to-day,  102  years  later,  at 
a  time  when  women's  organizations  are  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception,  it  is  still  a 
unique  organization  and  towers  pre-eminent 
above  them  all;  for  it  is  the  only  woman's 
organization  in  the  world  established  by  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord.  The  Prophet  directed 
it  along  the  path  that  it  has  continued  to 
travel  ever  since,  primarily  a  path  of  service 
to   humanity,    service    that    has   ever   been 


actuated  by  a  spirit  of  love  for  the  Gospel. 

Membership  in  this  organization  carries 
with  it  a  grave  responsibility.  Lip  service 
and  good  will  alone  will  not  suffice.  It  is 
the  woman's  auxiliary  of  the  Church,  and 
as  such,  it  is  the  proper  channel  through 
which  women  members  of  the  Church  serve. 

Its  greatest  strength  lies  in  the  fact  that 
direction  and  guidance  have  ever  been  given 
it  by  the  Priesthood  of  God.  The  general 
presidency  of  the  Relief  Society,  who  with 
the  other  members  of  the  General  Board 
plan  the  work  of  Relief  Society,  is  directed 
by  the  presidency  of  the  Church ;  the  Relief 
Society  stake  presidencies,  who  with  their 
Boards  carry  on  the  work  in  the  stakes,  are 
directed  by  the  stake  presidencies ;  the  ward 
Relief  Society  officers,  who  are  responsible 
for  carrying  on  the  work  in  the  wards,  are 
directed   by   the   bishoprics;    and    all   these 
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Relief  Society  officers  are  chosen  by  the 
Priesthood,  and  are  responsible  to  them. 
Those  sisters  so  chosen  may  rightly  feel  that 
they  have  been  called  to  their  positions  of 
responsibility  by  inspiration,  and  that  their 
offerings  have  been  accepted  of  the  Lord, 
just  as  the  Prophet  Joseph  affirmed  to  that 
original  small  group  of  women  desirous  of 
banding  together  to  further  the  work  on  the 
temple,  that  the  Lord  had  accepted  their 
offering  and  that  He  had  something  better 
for  them  than  a  written  constitution.  As 
we  all  know  the  Relief  Society  was  the 
organization  that  the  Lord  had  for  His 
faithful  daughters. 

When  we  recall  the  early  beginnings  of 
the  Society,  the  instructions,  and  promises 
made  to  its  members  which  continue  in 
force  to-day,  it  is  evident  that  the  allegiance 
of  each  sister  in  the  Church  should  be 
wholeheartedly  behind  the  Relief  Society. 
With  the  present  outlook  on  affairs  in  the 
world  and  the  picture  that  has  been  given 
us  by  our  leaders  of  the  sorrows  and  afflic- 
tions which  lie  in  the  future,  it  is  a  time 
when  the  women  of  the  Church  should  de- 
vote all  possible  energies  to  building  up  the 
Relief  Society  and  helping  to  carry  on  its 
work.  The  programme  of  the  organization 
is  constantly  expanding  not  only  to  provide 
for  the  increased  needs  of  the  organization 
itself  and  the  Church'  Welfare  Programme, 
but  also  to  aid  the  humanitarian  efforts  of 
the  Red  Cross,  to  sew  in  the  interests  of  the 
war  effort,  to  help  supply  certain  services 
for  hospitals,  and  other  services  called  for 
in  wartime.  Further  obligations  may  face 
us  any  day. 

The  blessings  which  the  Lord  pours  out 
on  His  daughters  serving  in  this  Church 
auxiliary  are  inexpressible.  Through  attend- 
ance at  meetings  each  woman  is  strengthen- 
ed and  comforted  by  the  beautiful  spirit  that 
is  present.  Expressions  of  gratitude  and 
appreciation  are  spoken  which  serve  as 
strong  cords  to  bind  the  members  of  Relief 
Society  into  a  close  circle  of  sisterly  love 
and  devotion.  Burdens  are  lightened 
through  the  performance  of  duties  for 
others.  Even  aside  from  the  intellectual 
benefits,  and  they  are  numerous,  which 
Relief  Society  members  receive,  active 
membership  in  the  Society  is  vital  for  the 
spiritual    blessings    which    are    experienced 


from  participation  in  the  organization,  for 
the  Lord  looks  with  favour  upon  11  is  daugh- 
ters who  love  and  serve  Him,  and  who 
unselfishly  work  for  the  joy  of  others. 

Let  us  as  sisters  in  Zion  dedicate  our- 
selves anew  to  the  work  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  perform.  May  we  prove  ourselves 
as  worthy  as  our  dear  sisters  of  long  ago, 
who  eagerly  seized  the  opportunity  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  and  who  earned  the  promised  re- 
ward :  ' '  You  are  now  placed  in  a  situation 
in  which  you  can  act  according  to  those 
sympathies  which  God  has  planted  in  your 
bosoms.  If  you  live  up  to  these  principles 
how  great  and  glorious  will  be  your  reward 
in  the  celestial  kingdom  I  If  you  live  up  to 
your  privileges,  the  angels  cannot  be  re- 
strained from  being  your  associates." — 
Marianne  C.  Sharp  in  The  Relief  Society 
Magazine. 


Talks  to  Teachers From  page  44. 

tience,  fortitude,  and  other  Christian 
virtues  than  teaching  certain  adult  groups 
in  religious  circles.  The  successful  teacher 
is  the  well-adjusted  individual  [See  Talks 
to  Teachers,  No.  2). 

In  recounting  the  dividends  of  the  lay 
teacher,  one  should  not  omit  the  spiritual 
glow  that  comes  with  religious  work  well 
done.  Although  an  intangible  defying 
description,  everyone  who  has  experienced 
it  will  acknowledge  its  poignancy. 

Rewards  are  sure. 

Nor  should  one  forget  the  circumstances 
under  which  Church  teachers  operate :  the 
best. day  of  the  week,  the  fine  esthetic  sur- 
roundings— music  and  ritual — and,  above 
all,  the  children  and  the  fine  associates  and 
colleagues.  Friendships  are  here  estab- 
lished that  endure  throughout  life. 

One  teacher  recently  wrote  (Journal  of 
the  National  Education  Association,  Octo- 
ber, 1943),  "  When  my  pupils,  years  after 
they  have  left  me,  feel  that  they  can  call 
me  in  their  hours  of  trouble,  then  I  say, 
'  Teaching  is  worth  it  '." 

Surely,  there  are  rewards  to  teaching. 
In  fact,  one  wonders  where  there  is  another 
calling  that  pays  half  the  dividends.  The 
prizes  that  are  awarded,  to  teachers  are 
"  pearls  of  great  price." 
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REPENTANCE 

A  Two-Half  Minute  Talk  given  in  Sunday 
School  at  Mowbray — by  Loraine  Bibb 

ONE  of  the  principles  of  the  (lospel  is  re- 
pentance which  is  referred  to  as  a 
principle  of  growth.  Repentance  is  not  to 
be  asscociated  w7ith  unpleasant  ideas  as 
thinking  of  guilt,  shame,  punishment  and 
wrong-doing,  and  let  our  thinking  stop  there. 
These  thoughts  only  produce  depression  of 
spirit  and  the  subject  of  repentance  is 
dropped  as  we  cannot  take  this  feelmg  of 
gloominess.  Rather,  repentance  offers  an 
ascent  into  a  nobler  life  of  growth  and 
development.  We  should  be  ever  grateful 
to  God  for  revealing  to  us  the  principle  of 
repentance. 

Irrigators  use  a  dam  as  an  obstruction  to 
stop  the  flow  of  water,  bad  habits  and  any- 
thing else  which  stops  our  growth  and  de- 
velopment is  like  a  dam.  Repentance  is 
the  power  that  releases  our  powers  of 
growth  out  of  the  dam. 

With  the  exception  of  Jesus  Himself,  no 
person  ever  lived  who  was  and  is  so  perfect 
that  repentance  is  not  necessary.  A 
great  many  people  are  ignorant  of  this 
wonderful  principle  of  repentance  and  so  go 
on  day  after  day  making  the  same  mistakes 
and  doing  the  same  foolish,  futile  things. 

If  wre  truly  wrould  repent  and  gain  for- 
giveness we  first  have  to  recognize  our 
guilt ;  secondly,  to  have  an  earnest  desire  to 
escape  the  hurtful  effects  of  wrong-doing 
and  a  real  determination  to  accomplish  good 
and  forsake  sin. 

Modern  psychologists  advise  the  same 
principles  be  applied  when  we  want  to  break 
bad  habits.  William  James  outlines  the 
steps  of  habit  reformation  thus : 

1.  Dissatisfaction  with  the  old  habit ; 

2.  Determination  to  kill  the  old  habit  by 
disuse;  and 

3.  Substituting  a  new  and  better  act  for 
the  old  and  unsatisfactory  one  and 
giving  the  new  act  every  possible 
opportunity  to  grow.  We  could  make 
the  new  act  into  good  works  and  allow7 
them  to  grow  and  increase  by  frequent 
exercise  and  expression. 


The   Blues — From  page  39. 

used  to  be.  I'm  not  quite  as  dashing  in 
my  appearance,  in  spite  of  those  new- 
Hawaiian  sports  shirts.  I  used  to  have 
quite  a  way  with  women.  I  was  considered 
a  dangerous  man.  Now  1  am  father  con- 
fessor to  most  of  the  young  women  I  know, 
and  that's  not  nearly  as  flattering. 

I  don't  make  as  much  money  as  I  used 
to  make.  I  actually  used  to  make  more 
money  than  I  could  spend,  and  the  result 
was  that  I  saved  up  a  bit.  Now  I  find  that 
I  have  no  trouble  at  all  spending  every  cent 
I  make — that  is,  after  I  have  paid  a  few- 
taxes  here  and  a  few  taxes  there,  and 
bought  a  few  war  bonds. 

I  must  be  getting  old,  because  I  find  my- 
self enjoying  paying  taxes.  I  feel  that  in 
a  small  w^ay  I  am  paying  back  my  country 
for  all  the  opportunity  she  has  given  me — 
opportunity  to  learn  a  profession  and  make 
a  splendid  living;  opportunity  to  retire  when 
I  thought  I  had  reached  the  age  of  retire- 
ment, and  opportunity  to  pick  up  my  pro- 
fession again  and  be  of  real  use  to  my  com- 
munity during  these  war  days. 

I  enjoy  buying  war  bonds  because  those 
bonds  mean  that  I  am  doing  my  bit  to  in- 
sure the  same  glorious  opportunities  for  the 
young  people  of  the  English  speaking 
nations.  FREEDOM  and  OPPORTUNITY. 
those  are  the  priceless  possessions  we  have 
had  that  no  other  nations  have  had,  and 
which  we  must  preserve  for  prosperity. 

So  what  have  I  got  to  be  blue  about  ?  I 
have  lived  and  prospered  in  the  days  of 
freedom  and  opportunity,  and  I  am  having 
a  small  thare  in  guaranteeing  those  bless- 
ings for  my  child  and  your  child. 

I'm  not  really  blue  at  all.  I'm  just  the 
victim  of  a  well  meaning  hostess  who  served 
lobster  after  midnight. 

— From  The  Kiivanis  Magazine. 
□   □ 

The  murk  of  a  perfect  character  is  this: 
to  passi  every  day  as  though  it  were  the  last 
of  life,  void  of  all  agitation,  torpor,  or 
hyprorisy. — Marcus  Aurelius. 


Wherefore,  be  not  weary  in  well-doing, 
for  ye  are  laying  the  foundation  of  a  great 
work.  And  out  of  small  things  proceedeth 
that  which  is  great. 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants  64-  :33- 
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TALKS  TO  TEACHERS 

By  JOHN  T.  WAHLQUIST,  PH.D. 


V. — A  Teacher's  Reward 

AT  the  outset,  lei  US  frankly  admit  that 
the  teacher's  rewards  should  not  be 
confused  with  his  pay,  or  lack  of  pay.  The 
salaries  of  the  public  school  teachers  are 
notoriously  low  and,  as  everyone  knows,  the 
lay  teacher  in  the  Church  teaches  for 
' '  nothing. ' '  Or,  does  he  ?  What  are  the 
returns  of  teaching  aside  from  monetary 
rewards  ? 

In  spite  of  the  poor  financial  returns,  it 
can  be  safely  said  that  no  type  of  service 
pays  higher  dividends  than  teaching. 
Recently  Edward  R.  Stettinius,  who  has 
been  in  charge  of  lend-lease  since  he  was 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  was  named  Under 
Secretary  of  State  at  age  forty-two.  At 
thirty-five  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  United  States  Steel  Company  and  he 
was  vice-president  of  General  Motors  at 
thirty.  If  we  wish  to  understand  his  rise 
in  the  realms  of  business  or  politics,  we 
must  know  something  about  his  character 
and  personality,  and  how  they  were  formed. 
When  "Stet"  was  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, although  the  son  of  an  extremely 
wealthy  man  and  the  contemporary  of  a 
fast  set,  he  neither  drank  nor  smoked,  was 
active  in  Y.M.C.A.  work,  and  taught  a 
Sunday  School  class.  Is  it  possible  that 
this  fine  man  is  reaping  some  of  the  rewards 
of  teaching? 

Practising   Christianity. 

The  volunteer  teacher  is  practising 
Christianity  at  its  best.  In  discussing  the. 
rewards  of  one  who  offers  his  services  freely, 
one  is  reminded  of  the  incident  described  in 
Holy  Writ.  The  mother  of  the  apostles 
James  and  John  came  to  Jesus  with  the  re- 
quest that  special  distinction  be  granted  her 
sons  in  His  Kingdom.  When  the  other  ten 
heard  it  "  they  were  moved  with  indigna- 
tion against  the  two  brethren." 

But  Jesus  called  them  unto  him,  and 
said,  Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the 
Gentiles  exercise  dominion  over  them,  and 
they  that  are  great  exercise  authority 
upon  them. 


But  it  shall   not   be   so  among   you: 

but  whosoever  will  be  great  among  you, 

let  him  be  your  minister: 

And  whosoever  will  be  chief  among  you, 

let  him  be  your  servant: 

Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to 

be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and 

to    give    his    life    a    ransom    for    many  " 

(Matthew  XX: 25-28). 

In  addition  to  ministering  to  others,  the 
teacher  receives  many  direct  benefits  from 
teaching.  Until  he  is  fastened  down  to  a 
specific  task,  an  individual  is  likely  to  be 
a  nonentity;  his  reading  and  study,  if  any, 
are  likely  to  be  scattered  and  inconsequen- 
tial; he  is  simply  drifting,  never  reaching 
deeper  insights  nor  sensing  keener  apprecia- 
tions. Once  he  accepts  the  responsibility 
of  leading  a  class,  his  reading  and  thinking 
become  centred,  focussed,  and  organized. 
The  preparation  of  the  weekly  lesson  brings 
familiarity  with  the  standard  works  of  the 
Church.  In  fact,   many  Church  leaders 

date  their  comprehension  of  basic  gospel 
principles  from  their  early  teaching  assign- 
ments. Teaching  assures  mental  growth 
and  development. 

Feeling  of  Accountability. 
As    Mr.    Stettinius    discovered,    teaching 
brings  an  increased  feeling  of  accountability 
for  one's  acts  in  public  and  private.       The 
young  man  who  teaches  has  an  anchorage 
in    life.        By    virtue    of    his    position,    he 
possesses  greater  resistance  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  daily  life.    Immorality,  dishonesty, 
gossiping  and  fault-finding  are  more  likely 
to  be  thwarted.       At  any  rate,  he  has  an 
additional  reason  for  resisting  these  evils. 
If  he  were  not  attached  to  a  cause,  he  might 
not  think  his  personal  acts  so  important. 
In  no  realm  are  the   dividends   higher 
than  in  the  improvement  of  personality 
traits.       There  is  no  surer  cure  of  self- 
conceit  or  egoism  than  teaching  a  group 
of  twelve-year-old  boys;  no  surer  remedy 
for   reticence    than   teaching   a   group   of 
sixteen-year-old    girls;    and,    no    greater 
opportunity    for    the    cultivation    of    pa- 
( Continued  on  page  42.) 
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DISTRICT     H IG  H  LIG  HTS 


Branch  President  Kobert  Johannes 
Duller,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  passed  from  this 
mortal  existence  on  the  evening  of  Satur- 
day, March  the  4th,  1944.  Brother  Bob. 
as  most  all  who  knew  him  affectionatel) 
called  him,  has  efficiently  rilled  tbe  Branch 
Presidency  since  our  Missionaries  left  Port 
Elizabeth.  He  has  suffered  for  a  long  time 
with  cancer  of  the  stomach.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Mary,  and  three  young 
sons,  also  by  his  mother,  father,  three 
sisters  and  four  brothers. 

Brother  Kobert  J.  Doller  was  born  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1908,  and  was  baptized  by 
President  R.  E.  Folland  on  the  25th  of 
February,  1917.  President  and  Sister 
Folland  was  called  to  Port  Elizabeth  by  Bob 
and  through  kind  consideration  of  the  Petrol 
Control  was  able  to  hasten  to  his  bedside. 
President  Folland  conducted  the  burial  ser- 
vices on  Sunday,  the  5th  of  March. 

The  Church  has  lost  a  valiant  worker.  All 
members  of  the  Mission  regret  his  passing 
and  expresses  their  heartfelt  sympathies  to 
his  wife,  children  and  parents  and  family. 
The  large  number  of  friends  who  were  con- 
stantly visiting  and  assisting  during  his  last 
days  and  the  large  attendance  at  the  funeral 
testified  to  Bob's  popularity. 


It  has  been  reported  that  Brother  (Lieut.) 
Cedric  Vice,  son  of  Sister  Mary  E.  Vice,  of 
Johannesburg,  was  shot  down  over  the 
Agean  Sea  during  an  engagement  and  is 
reported  missing  since  the  3rd  of  February. 
We  sympathize  with  Sister  Vice  and 
Cedric 's  brother  and  sisters  and  pray  that 
they  will  soon  receive  word  that  Cedric  is 
safe. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother  (Corporal)' 
Claude  V.  Seager  and  Miss  (Staff-Sergeant) 
Dorothy  G.  E.  Villiers  on  their  marriage  at 
Plumstead  on  the  26th  of  February,  1944. 
We  wish  them  every  success  and  happiness. 

We  also  extend  our  congratulations  to 
Sister  Alice  J.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Peter  J. 
Okkers  on  their  marriage  at  "  Cumorah  " 
on  the  11th  of  March,  1944.       President  K. 


E.  Folland  performed  the  ceremony.  We 
wish  them  a  long  life  of  happiness  and  con- 
tentment. 

Because  of  ill-heatlh  Brother  Thomas  A. 
Hancock,  of  Van  Dykmyn,  has  been  shifted 
to   Durban.  Sister  Hancock  and  family 

will  follow  in  the  near  future.  Springs 
will  follow  in  the  near  future.  We  wish 
Brother  Hancock  decided  improvement  in 
health  in  his  new  location. 

Sister  Charlotte  M.  Hancock  has  now  re- 
turned from  visiting  her  son  and  family  at 
Van  Dykmyn  to  her  home  in  Durban. 

Branch  President  and  Sister  John  Moore, 
of  Durban,  spent  their  vacation  at  Pieter- 
maritzburg.  While  there  Brother  Moore 
held  a  Sacrament  Service  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Elsie  Nielsen's  place  of  residence. 

Sister  Hetty  Porter,  of  Cape  Town,  spent 
a  short  vacation  at  Malmesbury  during 
February . 

Sister  Marjorie  Everton,  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, vacationed  at  East  London. 

The  Pretoria  Branch  is  missing  the  ser- 
vices and  attendance  of  the  George  Kehl 
family.  Sister  Kehl  and  Joyce  has  returned- 
to  Cape  Town  and  George  is  expected  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Cape  soon.  "Cumorah" 
welcomes  them  back. 

Pretoria's  good  friends,  the  Green  family, 
have  moved  to  Port  Elizabeth.  Another  big 
loss  for  that  Branch. 

In  spite  of  the  storms  and  washaways  the 
Transvaal  District  Presidency  have  kept  up 
their  visits.  Brother  Norman  Muir  visited 
Springs,  North-western  Branches  and  the 
new  branch  at  Krugersdorp.  Brother  Frank 
Donly  visited  the'  Liahona  Branch  and 
Brother  George  Ganter  the  Pretoria  Branch. 
Keep  up  the  good  work,  brethren. 

The  Bamah  Mutuals  sponsored  a  Leap 
Year  Dance  at  "  Bamah  "  on  the  29th  of 
February.  The  young  men  must  have  had 
a  treat. 

Sister  Mary  Johnson,  of  Springs,  under- 
went an  operation  for  appendicitis  and  is  re- 
ported as  doing  well. 

Brother  Charlie  Jubber,  of  Springs, 
recently  made  a  business  trip  to  Southern 
Rhodesia. 
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Brother  Tommy  Jubber,  of  Springs,  spent 
his  embarkation  leave  with  his  family. 

On  account  of  the  death  of  Branch  Presi- 
dent Robert  J.  Doller,  Brother  Robert  K.  F. 
Doller  ("  Fop  "),  who  was  first  counsellor, 
will  be  acting  Branch  President  with 
Brother  John  H.  Everton  as  his  counsellor 
of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch.  Brother 
Clarence  R.  Doller  will  continue  as  Branch 
Clerk. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  auxiliaries  have 
been  re-organized  as  follows :  Sunday 
School,  Brother  Albert  C.  Ninow  as  super- 
intendent with  Brothers  Alwyn  "W.  Hubert 
and  James  R.  Vigus  as  first  and  second 
assistants  and  Sister  Felicia  Fourie  as 
secretary;  Relief  Society,  Sister  Edith  Wiid 
as  president  with  Sisters  Margaret  W.  Park 
and  Feen  Ninow  as  first  and  second  coun- 
sellors and  Sister  May  Rayner  as  secretary ; 
the  Y. M.M.I. A.  will  be  directed  by  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendency  while  the 
Y. W.M.I. A.  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  Relief  Society  with  Sister  Jo  Ann 
Folland  in  charge.  Sister  May  Rayner  is 
Branch  Clerk. 

The  Mowbray  Primary,  consisting  of  the 
same  officers  and  teachers  as  before  with 
the  addition  of  Sister  Johanna  Smith  as 
teacher  of  the  "  baby  "  class,  working 
under  the  direction  of  Sister  Johanna 
Fourie,  held  their  "  Prize  Giving  Night  "  on 
the  10th  of  March. 

Most  every  branch  of  the  mission  has 
now  started  their  auxiliary  work,  announce- 
ment of  their  officers  will  be  published  in 
our  next  issue. 

Sister  Iris  Fourie.  Primary  Mother  of  our 
Rhodesian  Primary  at  Que  Que,  with  her 
husband  and  two  of  their  children,  spent 
their  vacation  at  Cape  Town  and  Hermanus 
in  company  with  Sister  Fourie 's  parents. 

Primary  Mother  Johanna  Fourie, 
'  Uncle  "  Arvie  and  daughter  Felicia  spent 
a  short  vacation  at  Hermanus  during 
March. 

Brother  John  Seager  spent  his  leave  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters  at  Cape  Town  and 
after  Claude's  wedding  returned  to  Roberts 
Heights. 

Sister  Eleanor  Cherrett,  of  Cape  Town, 
mother  of  Capt.  Dan  Cherrett,  formerly 
Mowbray  Branch  President,  reports  that 
Dan  has  met  our  former  Missionary,  now 
Lieut.  Phil  Dana,  of  a  United  States 
Bomber    Squadron    at   one    of   our   London 


Branches*       Rather  a  small  world  after  all. 
Sister    Ma\     linxner    ;md    son    Martin,    of 

Mowbray,  spent  a  delightful  two  wicks 
visiting  her  husband,  Brother  (Lieut.)  Sam 
Rayner,  at  Bloenifontein.  Both  Sam  and 
May  also'visited  Sam's  mother  and  held  a 
Saoramenl   Service  at   Ladybrand. 

Former  Mission  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman  and  Sister  Backman  sends  their 
greetings  and  very  best  wishes  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Mission.  President  Backman 
is  now  a  counsellor  in  his  Stake  Presidency 
and  a  member  of  the  Salt  Lake  School 
Board.  Sister  Backman,  by  this  time  has 
presented  the  family  with  a  baby  sister  or 
brother.  "  Bob  "  has  returned  from  his 
mission  to  his  wife  and  child  and  is  now- 
working  in  essential  war  work.  .  Mary  Jean 
was  to  have  been  married  to  a  fine  "  Mor- 
mon "  return  missionary  on  the  2nd  of 
February  by  our  former  Mission  President, 
Nicholas  G.  Smith.  Dick  is  president  of 
the  Eas't  High  School  student  body.  Presi- 
dent Backman  also  said :  '  We  see  the 
missionaries,  that  is,  the  few  that  are  left 
with  us,  once  a  month.  Last  Sunday  night 
they  met  at  my  place  for  the  Christmas 
party  :  Howard  Badger,  Lin  Kener,  Harlan 
Clark,  Jack  Bradshaw,  Clarry  Alldredge's 
wife,  the  wives  of  the  other  boys,  Evan 
Wright,  Olga  Hubert  Taysom,  and  a  few 
others.  So  many  of  the  boys  are  in  the 
service  and  many  of  them  are  holding 
commissions. " 


OUR    PRIMARY 

Feen  Ninow— A  Mowbray  Primary  Mother 

IT'S  Wednesday  afternoon  again, 
And  off  to  church  we  go,  to  try  and  gain, 
No    worldly    riches,    No!    or    things    that's 

wrong ; 
But  to  praise  Him  in  laughter  and  in  song. 

He  loves  children,  that  we  know. 

That's     why     our     Primary     increases     and 

grows . 
He   blessed  us  with   teachers   so  good   and 

kind, 
That  wherever  you  go,  no  better  you'll  find. 

He  sent  one  of  his  chosen,  to  lead  the  way, 
Whom   we   as   children,    love,    honour,    and 

pray 
That    God    may    bless    her    and    keep    us 

together, 
The  dearest  of  all — Our  Primarv  Mother. 
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Familiar. 

Guide:  "  This  castle  has  stood  for  six  hundred 
years.  Not  a  stone  has  been  touched .  nothing 
altered,  nothing  rep  aced." 

Visitor:  "  Cm.  they  must  have  the  same  land- 
lord  we  have." 

□  Q 

A   Pronounced  Change. 

Buck:  "  1  hear  Robinson  is  hack  in  the 
hospital." 

Private:  "Yeah;  he  took  a  sudden  turn  tor 
the  nurse." 

□  □ 

Now  or  To-morrow? 

"  I  want  to  be  procrastinated  at  de  nex' 
corner."  said  the  Negro  passenger  to  the  bus 
operator. 

"You  want  to  be  what?''  demanded  the 
operator. 

"  Don't  lose  yo'  temper.  1  had  to  look  in  de 
dictionary  myself  befo'  1  found  out  dat  '  pro- 
crastinate '    means    '  put   off  '." 

□  a 

That   Proofreader  Again! 

The  fo'lewing  correction  appeared  in  a  small- 
town  paper : 

"  Our  paper  carried  the  notice  last  week  that 
Mr.  John  Doe  is  '  a  defective  in  the  police  force.' 
Tins  was  a  typographical  error.  Mr.  Doe  is 
really  a   detective  in  the  police  farce." 

□  □ 

How  Many   Learn   It? 
Young    mother:     "Nurse,    what    is    the    most 
difficult   thiuc    for    a    young    mother    to    learn?" 
Nurse:      "That     other     people     have     perfect 
children,   too." 

Q      3 

Just  To  Make  Sure. 

Billie  (to  chemist):   "Please,  sir.   I  want  some 

soap  with  extra   strong  perfume." 

Chemist:    "What's   the   idea.    Sonny?" 
Billie :    "Well.    T   want   mother   to   know    I've 

washed  my  face,  so  she  won't  make  me  do  it  all 

over  again." 

□  □ 

Parental  Proof. 

Daughter:  "But,  dad.  don't  you  believe  that 
two  can  live  as  cheaply  as  one?  " 

Dad:  "Why.  sure;  here  are  your  mother  and 
I  living  a  lot  cheaper  than   you   are." 


The  Younger  Generation. 

Margaret,  aged  live,  had  been  very  rude  to  a 
little  guest,  and  after  the  child  had  gone  home, 
Margaret's  mother  told  her  very  feelingly  how 
grieved  she  was  at  her  rudeness. 

"  I've  tried  so  hard  to  make  yen  a  good  child. 
Margaret  ;  to  teach  you  to  be  polite  and  kind  to 
others,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts,  you 
are  so  rude  and  so  naughty." 

Margaret,  deeply  moved,  looked  sadly  at  her 
mother  and  said:  "What  a  failure  you  are. 
mother!  " 

□  a 

Poor  Fish. 

The  sad-looking  man  at  the  corner  table  had 
been  waiting  a  long  time  for  his  order.  Finally 
his  waiter  approached,  and.  with  a  flourish,  .-aid  : 

"  Y'our  fish  will  be  coining  in  a  minute  or  two 
now,   sir." 

The  sad  man  looked  interested.  "  Tell  me," 
he  said,    "  what  bait  are  you   using?  " 

□  Q 

Inflation? 

William  Henry  had  become  greatly  puffed  up 
over  the  fact  that  his  wife  was  telling  the 
neighbours  that  she  had  a  model  husband.  He 
bored  the  boys  in  the  office  about  it  until  one 
of  them  called  him  to  one  side  and  suggested 
that  he  should  look  up  the  definition  of  the  word 
"  mcdel."  William  Henry  took  down  the 
dictionary  and  read:  "  Mode! — a  small  imitation 
of  the  real  thing." 

□  Q 

The  Squeaky   Wheel. 

"Does  the  baby  talk  yet?"  asked  a  friend 
of  the  family. 

"  No,'  replied  the  baby's  disgusted  little 
brother,    "  the  baby  doesn't  need  to  talk." 

"Doesn't  need  to  talk?  " 

"  No.  All  the  baby  has  to  do  is  to  yell,  and 
it  gets  everything  in  the  house  that  is  worth 
having." 

□  □ 

It's  An  III  Wind  .  .  . 

Seeing  a  tramp  hurrying  away  from  a  large 
house,  a  fellow  professional  asked  him  what  luck 
he  had  had. 

"  Tt  ain't  no  use  askin'  there."  was  the  reply. 
"  T  just  had  a  peep  through  the  window.  It's 
a  poverty-stricken  house.  There  was  actually 
two  ladies   playin'    on   one   planner." 


is  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN    MESSENGER  March,   L944. 

COMMON     COURTESY 

LAST  month  ti  few  words  were  said  on  the  need  of  independent  notion  1>\  young  men, 
in  the  affairs  of  borne  and  Eamily,  winch  cautioned  them  to  keep  aloof  from  being 
"like  the  world."  Il  is  the  fashion  among manj  civilized  peoples,  H  was  suggested,  to 
have  no  home  and  qo  Eamily,  hut  the  Latter-day  Saints  should  possess  and  take  delighl 
in  both. 

In  this  connection,  a  thought  has  occurred  to  me  concerning  the  training  and  conduct 
of  young  people.  It  relates  to  the  need  of  courtesy  for  their  fellows;  or  if  you  please, 
the  lack  of  common  courtesy  most  people  entertain  for  each  other.  This  is  a  vorv  impor- 
tant topic  both  for  home  and  public  teaching-  One  may  judge  of  ;i  young  man's  home 
training  by  the  consideration  he  shows  men  and  women,  under  various  relations  in 
life.  It  was  Plutarch  who  wrote  that  "  there  is  no  other  advantage  to  be  had  from  a 
liberal  education  equal  to  that  of  polishing  and  softening  our  nature  by  reason  and 
discipline;  for  that  produces  an  evenness  of  behaviour,  and  banishes  from  our  manners 
all  extremes." 

Any  person  who  has  had  the  disadvantage  of  attending  an  excursion  or  gathering,  al 
any  public  place,  must  have  been  impressed  with  the  utter  lack  Jl  common  courtesy, 
and  the  absolute  want  of  decent  consideration  which  many  people  entertain  for  their 
fellow  beings.  Watch  that  crowd  pass  into  and  get  out  of  a  bus,  or  enter  a  gale,  or 
get  into  and  out  of  a  building,  and  see  if  it  isn't  each  person's  heartless,  selfish,  resis- 
tant effort,  desire  and  clamour  to  gain  the  advantage  of  everyone  else,  without  care  or 
thought  of  his  neighbour's  well  being  or  comfort.  Viewing  the  average  crowd,  one  is 
led  to  believe  that  some  people  have  neither  reason  nor  discipline.  Generally,  on  the 
contrary,  the  individual  displays  a  shameful  selfishness  which  is  everywhere  exhibited  to 
an  extent  as  contemptible  as  it  is  ridiculous. 

Men,  young  men,  show  a  greed  which  completely  excludes  the  thought  of  common 
civility,  and  that  blunders  along  regardless  of  age,  sex,  and  civil  or  ecclesiastical  dis- 
tinction. They    are    completely    indifferent  to  all  but  self. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  selfishness  is  displayed;  and  it  is  practised,  too, 
by  others  than  boys  and  young  men.  It  is  seldom,  very  seldom,  that  you  see  a  young 
lad)'  offer  an  elderly  lady  her  comfortable  seat  "in  a  crowded  bus.  a  place  which  a 
rare  man,  perhaps  much  the  young  lady's  senior,  may  have  offered  her  .Men  and  women 
who  have  comfortable  seats  will  refuse  to  crowd  together  to  courteously  admit  a  tired 
passenger,  or  an  attendant  at  a.  meeting,  to  a  seat. 

I  am  not  pleading  now  for  consideration  for  men"  and  women  of  position  or  age  or 
distinction  in  the  community;  that  is  a  different  phase  of  the  question — though  none 
the  less  neglected — but  for  everybody,  for  all  classes.  1  wish  that,  as  a  community, 
we  would  try  and  obliterate  every  vestige  of  selfishness,  and  in  its  place  implant  in 
our  hearts  respect,  well-bred  consideration,  politeness  and  affability  for  each  other  and 
for  all  of  our  fellows.  We  should  then  observe  the  injunctions  of  the  Gospel  on  the 
subject,  for  they  inculcate  above  all  love  for  Mod  and  our  fellow  men.  And  love  places 
the  loved  ones  first.  This  is  not  saying  that  some  have  not  these  virtues,  but  those 
wdio  possess  them  seem  to  be  exceptions;  just  enough,  it  would  appear,  to  make  the 
opposite  the  rule. 

This  is  a  subject  for  the  officers  of  our  associations  of  the  Church  generally,  and  for 
parents  and  for  teachers.  They  should  consider  it,  and  teach  the  young  people  not 
only  the  need  there  is  for  consideration  for  others,  but  also  what  genuine  pleasure  may 
be  found  in  the  exercise  of  habitual  cordiality  and  politeness  which  originate  in  kindli- 
ness and  in  a  thoughtful  feeling  for  our  fellow-creatures. 

Let  it  be  shown  how  courtesy  and  consideration  may  be  practised  in  a  thousand  ways 
in   our   daily   lives,    and   what   happiness   and  satisfaction  will  result  therefrom. 

— President  Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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